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A MATTER OF MEMBERSHIP 



Here begins the 1917 campaign for new 
members for the A. L. A. Help must be 
had in the campaign. This is a call for 
volunteers addressed by the secretary to 
every member of the Association. 

There ought to be 5,000 members in- 
stead of 3,188 as at present. There are 
enough library workers in the country 
whose names are not yet in the Handbook. 
Every librarian and library assistant who 
receives a salary of not less than $600 a 
year ought to invest $2.00 — 1/300th part — 
of it in membership in the National Asso- 
ciation which represents the work in which 
he or she is engaged. 

Going to the annual conference is not 
the chief item that counts and makes mem- 
bership worth while. If one can go but 
occasionally that is no reason for not be- 
ing a member of the A. L. A. The con- 
ference should come to the person in the 
shape of one's own personal copy of the 
printed Proceedings. 

Having one's name in the Handbook is, 
experience has plainly shown, the chief 



tangible reason for being a member. The 
Handbook is practically a directory of the 
leading library folk of the United States 
and Canada and no one who takes his work 
seriously can afford to have his name 
omitted from that directory. 

But above the tangible benefits is the 
satisfaction of feeling one's self a part of 
the great national body which represents 
the work in which one is engaged. It is 
a contribution that each owes to his or 
her profession. 

Fellow member, will you help in this 
campaign? 

Think of the increased opportunities for 
worthy professional work if our member- 
ship was raised to 5,000 and our available 
funds proportionately increased! 

Here is a definite way in which you can 
help: 

Show this appeal, this invitation, to as 
many as possible of your associates who 
are not members .and earnestly urge as 
their duty and their advantage member- 
ship in the A. L. A. 



